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TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

A  wish  having  been  expressed  by  many,  who  feel  a 
deep  interest  in  promoting  and  extending  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  system  of  medical  practice  introdu¬ 
ced  by  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  to  have  some  means  by 
which  all  such  useful  information  on  the  subject,  as 
would  be  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  people  at  large, 
could  be  communicated,  has  been  the  principal  cause 
for  commencing  this  work.  A  prospectus  was  issued 
several  months  since  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  probable  chance  of  its  being  supported  ;  in  which 
was  given  a  short  and  hastily  written  statement  of 
what  would  be  the  subject  matter  most  particularly 
attended  to  in  prosecuting  the  undertaking;  without 
the  intention  of  giving  a  pledge  to  confine  ourselves  to 
any  course,  except  such  as  shall  tend  to  increase  the 
respectability  of  the  practice,  and  promote  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  all  concerned  in  it. 

The  grand  design  will  be  to  benefit  mankind,  by  an 
exposure  of  impositions,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give 
useful  instructions.  There  will  be  no  interference  with 
the  rights  of  any  one.  Those  who  may  expect  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  the  benefits  of  Dr.  Thomson’s  discoveries, 
without  purchasing  a  family  right,  will  be  disappoint¬ 
ed.  He  is  justly  entitled  to  the  sum  he  demands  as 
the  price,  as  a  reward  for  his  ingenuity,  his  sufferings 
in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  his  perseverance;  and 
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all  liberal  minded  men  have  and  will  deem  it -a  trifling 
amount,  in  comparison  with  its  value. 

As  the  people  become  satisfied  of  the  safety  and 
efficacy  of  this  mode  of  practice  in  curing  disease,  and 
of  its  superiority  over  that  of  the  fashionable  doctors, 
they  will  purchase  family  rights  and  take  an  interest 
in  extending  its  benefits  to  others.  To  do  this,  it  is 
necessary  to  communicate  to  them  correct  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded,  and 
the  facts  that  can  be  obtained,  to  show  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  cures  that  have  been  performed,  with  the  success 
that  has  attended  the  practice  in  relieving  the  sick 
from  all  complaints  incident  to  our  country.  There 
can  be  no  good  reason  for  keeping  back  as  a  secret, that 
part  of  the  practice  which  ought  to  be  known:  that 
is,  that  in  vegetable  substances,  when  rightly  under¬ 
stood  and  properly  administered,  may  be  found  a  rem¬ 
edy  for  all  disease  curable  by  any  medicine  ;  with  a 
comparative  view  of  the  difference  in  the  safety  and 
propriety  of  using  them  in  preference  to  those  mine¬ 
ral  substances  that  are  known  to  be  poisonous  and 
detrimental  to  health.  To  have  a  right  understanding 
of  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  enter  something  largely 
into  botany,  which  is  the  chief  corner  stone  of  our 
system  of  practice,  and  give  some  description  of  those 
vegetables,  that  actual  experience  has  proved  to  be 
useful  in  removing  disease,  in  order  that  the  people 
may  understand  the  subject  and  judge  for  themselves. 

In  Dr.  Thomson’s  New  Guide  to  Health  is  given 
particular  directions  for  practising  upon  his  system, 
with  a  description  of  the  vegetables  made  use  of,  and 
directions  for  preparing  and  using  them ;  and  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  manner  in  which  some  important  cures 
have  been  performed  by  him.  The  various  com- 
pounds  and  preparations  as  applicable  to  all  cases  of 
disease,  are  arranged  in  numbers,  agreeably  to  his  pa¬ 
tent.  In  our  communications  to  the  public,  reference 
will  in  all  cases  be  made  to  it  by  the  numbers  as  there¬ 
in  laid  down ;  which  being  in  the  possession  of  those 
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who  have  bought  family  rights,  will  be  readily  under¬ 
stood ;  and  which  may  be  obtained  by  all  those  who 
may  wish  to  purchase. 

There  could  be  many  reasons  given  to  show  the  im¬ 
portance  of  having  a  periodical  work,  properly  con¬ 
ducted,  to  advocate  not  only  the  cause  of  an  injured 
man,  but  that  of  humanity  and  the  rights  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  press  in  this  country  is  completely  under 
the  control  of  professional  men ;  and  the  people  have 
to  form  their  opinions  on  public  concerns,  by  a  scale 
fixed  to  promote  the  views  of  men,  whose  sole  object 
is,  like  those  who  exhibit  wild  animals,  to  keep  them 
ignorant  of  their  strength,  in  order  to  manage  them  for 
their  own  interest.  We  need  no  better  evidence  of 
this,  than  the  treatment  Dr.  Thomson  has  met  with,  in 
his  attempts  to  give  the  public  a  correct  view  of  his 
system  of  practice.  The  faculty  have  repeatedly  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  papers,  some  of  the  most  barefaced  and 
malicious  falsehoods  ever  uttered  by  man,  concerning 
his  practice  ;  these  have  been  readily  copied,  and  have 
gone  the  rounds  of  all  the  newspapers  through  the 
country.  When  he  or  his  friends  attempted  to  expose 
such  knavery,  they  were  denied  the  same  privilege 
given  to  them,  and  were  compelled  either  to  let  these 
go  uncontradicted,  or  have  it  done  in  handbills.  When 
in  some  few  instances,  he  has  been  enabled  to  get  in¬ 
serted  an  exposure  of  these  libels,  it  stopped  there,  for 
it  would  never  find  its  way  into  any  other  paper.  If 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  get  redress  by  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  law,  here  he  would  have  the  whole  pack,  of 
law,  physick  and  divinity  against  him,  and  there  is  no 
chance  to  obtain  justice.  These  things  are  wrong,  and 
the  people  ought  to  know  it. 

It  is  very  extraordinary,  and  is  probably  the  best 
evidence  of  the  superiority  of  the  new  system,  that  its 
extension  has  been  so  great,  against  such  a  powerful 
opposition.  The  very  means  made  use  of  in  many 
places,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice,  has  been  the  cause 
of  its  becoming  popular,  and  superseding  in  a  great 
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measure,  that  of  the  fashionable  doctors.  When  the 
people  have  correct  information  on  a  subject,  and  are 
left  to  decide  for  themselves,  without  prejudice,  or 
the  influence  of  others,  they  will  always  act  right. 

There  is  one  other  reason  in  favour  of  our  under¬ 
taking,  which  is  to  put  the  people  on  their  guard 
against  dishonest  and  ignorant  pretenders  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  system,  who  having  obtained  some  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  subject,  and  mixed  it  up  with  all  the 
quackeries  and  nostrums  of  the  times,  are  travelling 
the  country  imposing  upon  the  people  by  selling  fam¬ 
ily  rights  without  authority,  and  injuring  the  credit  of 
the  system  by  their  ignorant  practice.  If  they  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  successful  in  curing  disease,  they  claim  all 
the  credit  as  their  own  great  improvements ;  but  if 
their  patients  die,  the  blame  is  all  laid  to  the  Thomson 
system.  Justice  requires  that  these  impositions  should 
be  exposed  ;  and  the  public  ought  to  be  in  possession 
of  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  decide  cor¬ 
rectly  on  the  subject. 

Whoever  undertakes  to  conduct  a  periodical  pub¬ 
lication,  lakes  upon  himself  a  serious  responsibility, 
let  it  be  ever  so  small  or  humble;  for  it  may  be  made 
productive  of  much  good,  if  an  honest  and  proper 
course  is  pursued;  and  on  the  contrary,  much  harm 
may  be  done  by  a  neglect  of  these  duties.  Whatev¬ 
er  is  published,  goes  to  the  world  and  cannot  be  re¬ 
called;  and  if  productive  of  evil,  may  be  compared 
to  poison  given  as  medicine,  which,  though  it  may  not 
cause  death,  does  an  injury  to  the  constitution  that  can 
never  be  remedied. 

In  performing  our  duty,  strict  regard  will  in  all  cases 
be  paid,  that  nothing  be  inserted  but  what  is  believed 
to  be  the  truth,  and  can  be  substantiated  by  good 
vouchers,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  cures 
which  have  been  effected  by  the  use  of  vegetable  med¬ 
icine,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  treat¬ 
ed.  Where  comparisons  are  to  be  drawn  between 
the  fashionable  mode  of  practice  and  our  system,  rc- 
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liance  can  only  be  placed  upon  what  the  faculty  see 
fit  to  make  public,  as  respects  their  practice,  for  they 
are  very  careful  not  to  make  their  communications  in 
language  that  the  people  can  understand  ;  this,  how¬ 
ever,  we  shall  endeavour  to  expose  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble;  and  this  will  be  done  with  a  proper  regard  to 
the  feelings  of  those  who  may  comp  under  our  censure. 
We  have  no  right  to  assume  the  ground,  that  those 
who  pursue  what  is  called  the  regular  mode  of  prac¬ 
tice,  intentionally  do  wrong;  but  we  have  a  right  to 
form  our  own  conclusions  from  such  facts  as  fall  with¬ 
in  our  own  knowledge,  of  the  misery  and  sufferings 
caused  by  what  we  believe  to  be  a  practice  founded 
upon  principles  that  cannot  be  defended  by  reason 
and  common  sense. 

We  shall  claim  no  pretensions  to  literary  qualifica¬ 
tions,  as  respects  the  purity  of  style,  or  even  correct¬ 
ness  of  our  language ;  but  shall  endeavour  to  tell  a 
plain  story,  in  plain  and  simple  language,  so  that  he 
who  runs  may  read,  and  he  who  reads  may  understand. 
The  grand  object  is  to  give  to  the  public,  correct  in¬ 
formation  upon  one  of  the  most  important  subjects 
that  ever  interested  mankind  ;  for  without  health,  all 
the  other  enjoyments  of  this  life  are  insipid  and  with¬ 
out  value.  It  is,  therefore,  of  little  consequence  wheth¬ 
er  it  be  expressed  in  language  according  to  the  rules 
of  scholastic  refinement,  or  the  plain,  simple  diction 
of  common  sense,  provided  the  mind  is  left  without 
doubt  of  the  meaning. 

As  our  whole  scheme  is  founded  upon  what  we  con¬ 
sider  the  only  true  source  of  knowledge,  that  is,  Empi¬ 
ricism,  or  knowledge  gained  by  actual  experience ,  we 
shall  depend  upon  all  those  who  take  an  interest  in 
our  cause,  to  communicate  whatever  facts  of  the  effects 
of  the  practice  shall  come  within  their  knowledge;  so 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  lay  before  the  public,  the 
most  correct  information  on  the  subject  of  medical 
treatment,  that  can  be  obtained,  either  as  it  regards 
our  plan,  or  that  of  the  fashionable  doctors.  Every 
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one’s  experience  will  be  different,  as  no  two  cases  can 
be  alike ;  if,  therefore,  those  who  have  extraordinary 
cases  come  under  their  observation,  would  communi¬ 
cate  them,  it  would  add  to  the  common  stock  of  useful 
knowledge.  By  these  means  our  objects  may  be 
greatly  promoted,  and  a  fund  of  useful  information 
will  be  preserved.  All  we  ask  is  to  write  down  the 
most  material  facts  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  may  be 
practicable  ;  and  if  they  are  thought  worth  publishing, 
we  will  be  answerable  that  they  shall  be  put  into  prop- 
er  language  for  publication. 


^  LECTURE  1. 

ON  THE  THOMSONIAN  SYSTEM  OF  PRACTICE. 
Delivered  at  Concert  Ball ,  March  21, 1826, 


The  Almighty  power  that  created  all  things  gave  to 
man,  reason — and  gave  him  dominion  over  all  the  rest 
of  the  animal  creation — It  becomes  therefore  our  duty 
to  make  use  of  that  reason  to  'promote  the  good  of  our 
fellow  creatures,  by  exercising  whatever  gift  we  may 
be  endowed  with,  in  enquiring  into  and  communicating 
every  thing  that  may  tend  to  increase  the  happiness 
of  all  his  creatures.  He  so  constituted  all  things,  which 
have  life,  that  food  is  necessary  to  continue  their  ex¬ 
istence.  To  this  end  he  caused  the  earth  to  bring 
forth  its  fruits  in  sufficient  abundance  for  their  nourish¬ 
ment.  To  all  dumb  animals  he  gave  an  instinct  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  distinguish  and  select  out  those  things 
that  are  good  for  food,  and  to  reject  those  that  are  in¬ 
jurious.  We  even  have  evidence  enough  to  support 
the  belief,  that  they  are  capable  of  seeking  out  from 
among  vegetables,  whatever  is  necessary  to  give  them 
relief  from  disease.  And  can  it  be  believed,  that  man 
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with  all  his  reasoning  faculties,  is  not  as  capable  of 
knowing  what  is  best  calculated  to  promote  his  com¬ 
fort  and  continue  him  in  health,  as  the  dumb  beast  ? 

In  ascertaining  what  is  good  for  food,  there  seems 
to  be  no  difficulty  in  learning  what  is  best  calculated 
to  relieve  hunger,  or  to  please  the  appetite.  In  all 
ages  of  the  \vorld,  this  has  been  sought  for  only  in  veg¬ 
etable  and  animal  substances.  It  has  never  been 
thought,  at  any  period  of  time,  to  be  a  requisite,  in 
those  employed  in  obtaining  and  preparing  food,  that 
they  must  possess  more  than  ordinary  talents,  or  a 
learned  education,  to  qualify  them  for  that  duty— -and 
certainly  there  is  nothing  more  important  to  the  com¬ 
fort  and  enjoyment  of  life.  Why  is  a  learned  educa¬ 
tion  thought  to  be  more  necessary  in  relieving  them 
from  disease,  than  from  hunger?  One  is  as  simple  as 
the  other,  when  rightly  understood. — I  answer,  it  is 
because  the  practice  of  medicine  has  been  made  a  mys¬ 
tery,  or  art,  and  is  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  peo¬ 
ple;  being  the  only  method  by  which  those  engaged 
in  it  as  a  profession  can  continue  their  importance  in 
society,  by  keeping  the  people  in  ignorance.  One 
great  means  by  which  this  is  effected,  is  by  making 
use  of  a  foreign  or  technical  language,  unintelligible  to 
the  greater  part  of  society;  and  for  which  there  can 
be  no  good  reason  assigned.  This  was  not  the  case 
till  modern  times ;  for  until  within  about  three  centu¬ 
ries,  the  healing  art  was  practiced  by  all  classes  of 
the  people  ;  and  those  only  were  distinguished,  who 
by  their  ingenuity  and  experience,  could  discover  the 
best  means  of  curing  disease,  without  regard  to  their 
being  learned  or  unlearned.  This  is  the  fact  now  with 
four  fifths  of  the  great  human  family.  Among  all  those 
nations  denominated  uncivilized,  curing  disease  is  prin*- 
cipally  confided  to  the  females — the  means  resorted 
to  are  such  vegetables  as  the  fields  and  the  forests  af¬ 
ford ;  and  we  have  the  authority  of  all  who  have  trav¬ 
elled  among  them,  that  their  success  in  relieving  the 
sick  is  much  greater  than  among  civilized  nations. 
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If  the  great  improvements  that  are  pretended  to  have 
been  introduced  by  medical  writers,  had  been  the 
means  of  establishing  known  rules,  by  which  the  fac¬ 
ulty  could  remove  disease  with  any  degree  of  certain¬ 
ty,  it  might  be  hailed  as  a  blessing  to  mankind  ;  but 
that  this  is  the  case,  I  think  will  not  be  pretended  by 
any  one,  even  the  faculty  themselves.  What  benefit, 
then,  I  would  ask — has  society  received  at  their  hands? 
I  will  venture  to  say,  none — except  it  be  considered  a 
benefit,  the  introducing  the  use  of  mineral  substances 
and  various  poisons  into  the  medical  practice.  That 
this  has  been  productive  of  good,  cannot,  1  think,  be 
supported  upon  rational  grounds.  The  principles  upon 
which  the  system  of  medical  practice  we  are  about  to 
consider,  and  the  support  of  which  our  attention  is  at 
this  time  invited,  are  maintained  upon  opinions  and 
facts,  that  contradict  such  a  doctrine  altogether;  and 
I  shall  endeavour  to  give  such  reasons  for  cur  belief 
as  shall  be  at  least  cogent,  if  not  conclusive  on  the 
subject. 

1  feel  as  certain  of  the  fact  as  I  can  be  of  any  thing, 
that  mineral  substances  were  never  designed  by  the 
all-wise  Creator  to  be  used  as  medicine,  no  more  than 
as  food ;  and  that  whenever  they  are  taken  into  the 
stomach,  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  life,  by  lessen¬ 
ing  the  power  of  vital  heat  and  causing  obstructions 
to  the  operations  of  nature.  A  celebrated  writer  on 
the  subject  of  minerals  when  used  as  medicine,  says— 
w  All  the  metalic  preparations  are  uncertain ,  as  it  entire¬ 
ly  depends  on  the  state  of  the  stomach ,  zvhether  they  have 
any  action  at  all ,  or  operate  with  dangerous  violeyxce 
This  is  undoubtedly  true  ;  for  minerals  can  have  no 
action  in  themselves,  but  as  they  are  acted  upon  by 
heat;  and  if  there  is  power  enough  in  the  vital  heat  to 
diffuse  it  through  the  system,  it  will  operate  with  dan¬ 
gerous  violence,  if  not,  it  will  remain  dormant. 

I  shall  propose  the  following  opinions  as  the  convic¬ 
tions  of  my  own  mind,  and  shall  leave  it  to  others  to 
judge  how  far  they  are  supported  by  reason  and  ex¬ 
perience. 
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1st.  That  mineral  substances,  and  poisons  of  all 
kinds,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  tend  to  destroy  life. 

2d.  That  in  vegetable  substances  are  to  be  found 
all  that  is  necessary  in  curing  disease. 

3d.  That  every  country  produces  vegetable  medi¬ 
cine  sufficient  to  answrer  all  the  purposes  which  may 
be  needed  in  curing  the  disorders  incident  to  its  climate. 

It  will  be  thought,  perhaps,  presumption  in  me  to 
undertake  to  maintain  principles,  that  at  first  view 
may  appear  to  differ  from  those  which  have  been  a 
long  time  established; — but  it  must  be  recollected  that 
error  can  never  be  made  better  by  being  persisted  in. 
Many  of  the  most  absurd  and  ridiculous  notions  that 
ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  man,  still  remain  as  mon¬ 
uments  of  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  former 
ages  ;  and  will  always  be  supported  by  a  certain  class 
of  the  people,  till  a  more  correct  and  simple  method 
of  communicating  information,  is  adopted  ;  by  which 
all  classes  will  be  taught  to  think  and  judge  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  not  to  place  their  dependence  upon  the 
speculative  opinions  of  those  men,  whose  whole  inter¬ 
est  and  importance  depends  upon  keeping  them  in 
ignorance. 

Superstition  is  the  offspring  of  ignorance,  and  preju¬ 
dice  follows  in  the  train,  supported  by  envy.  They 
never  gain  admittance  into  the  truly  great  mind  ;  but 
will  always  be  found  in  company  with  those  who  de¬ 
pend  upon  outward  show  to  make  themselves  appear 
important  in  the  eyes  of  the  world — those  wffio  appear 
to  be  learned  without  possessing  any  useful  knowledge. 
Every  human  being  possesses  the  power  of  being  use¬ 
ful,  if  the  natural  gift  he  is  endowed  with  is  directed  to 
a  right  course;  but  when  their  ambition  leads  them  to 
attempt  to  appear  learned,  without  having  the  requi¬ 
site  talents  to  obtain  useful  knowledge,  they  never  can 
fulfil  the  ends  for  which  they  were  designed ;  and  by 
attempting  to  figure  in  a  profession,  or  calling,  for 
which  they  have  not  a  correct  understanding,  are 
much  more  injury  than  benefit  to  society* 
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The  fashionable  mode  of  education  in  this  country 
is  too  superficial  to  be  very  useful.  A  very  few  of 
the  professional  men  become  eminent;  for  their  time 
is  spent  in  learning  a  little  of  every  thing,  without  hav¬ 
ing  a  correct  knowledge  of  any  thing.  A  celebrated 
historian  speaking  of  the  superficial  manner  of  instruc¬ 
tion  of  the  15th  century,  when  to  commit  to  memory  a 
few  words  on  every  subject,  without  knowing  the  mean¬ 
ing,  made  them  pass  for  learned  men,  says — u  It  is  be¬ 
cause  we  want  to  appear  learned,  rather  than  to  learn ; 
and  when  once  the  mind  has  been  warped  by  errone¬ 
ous  principles  in  our  younger  days,  we  use  no  endea¬ 
vours  afterwards  to  set  it  right ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
strive  to  confirm  it  in  our  error.”  This  will  apply 
very  well  to  the  present  age,  and  particularly  to  the 
profession  we  are  considering. 

Reading  books  only  will  never  make  a  man  great, 
without  a  natural  talent.  Knowledge  can  only  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  close  application — by  thinking — looking  into 
natural  causes  and  effects — viewing  and  examining  in¬ 
to  the  great  phenomena  of  nature,  by  which  we  are 
surrounded*  In  fact,  by  applying  theory  to  practice, 
in  order  to  know  what  is  true  and  what  is  false.  This 
can  be  done  by  those  who  have  a  natural  gift,  without 
knowing  Greek  or  Latin.  The  greatest  men  that  ever 
existed  were  self-taught.  Franklin  never  learned  from 
books  how  to  disarm  the  lightning  of  its  terrors,  and 
conduct  it  harmless  to  the  earth. 

What  are  books  but  a  record  of  the  opinions  of  those 
who  have  gone  before  us  ?  and  are  useful  so  far  as 
they  lead  the  mind  to  a  correct  course  of  thinking,  and 
to  a  knowledge  of  what  is  true;  but  all  the  works  of 
man  are  liable  to  error — nothing  can  be  depended 
upon  except  what  will  bear  the  test  of  practice  and 
experience.  The  great  book  of  Nature  is  open  to  all; 
and  whoever  studies  it  will  be  sure  to  be  led  to  correct 
conclusions — For  whatever  the  indications  nature 
points  out,  may,  if  attended  to,  be  readily  understood  ; 
and  if  followed,  will  always  lead  to  true  and  certain 
results. 
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There  is  no  subject  to  which  the  foregoing  remarks 
apply  with  more  force,  than  the  fashionable  mode  of 
practice  among  the  physicians  of  the  present  day,  and 
there  can  be  nothing  in  which  ail  are  more  deeply  in¬ 
terested  ;  for  life  is  of  but  little  value  without  health. 
It  is  not  my  design,  however,  to  undertake  to  refute 
doctrines  that  have  been  long  established,  or  to  find 
fault  with  others  who  may  happen  to  have  formed  opin¬ 
ions  different  from  what  we  may  think  correct;  for  it 
is  uncharitable  to  suppose  all  who  differ  from  us  are 
in  the  wrong, — Neither  am  I  disposed  to  follow  the 
beaten  track  of  visionary  theorists,  in  investigating  those 
vague  subtleties  of  the  mind,  which  are  calculated  to 
perplex  rather  than  to  instruct  mankind ;  for  I  am 
more  ambitious  to  lay  before  you  such  views  of  the 
subject  as  shall  have  a  tendency  to  instruct  the  under¬ 
standing  and  lead  the  mind  to  enquire  into  what  is  use¬ 
ful  in  promoting  happiness,  than  to  attempt  to  amuse 
you  with  a  display  of  words. 

In  my  attempt  to  communicate  information  on  the 
subject  of  curing  disease,  I  shall  endeavour  as  much  as 
possible  to  confine  myself  to  plain,  simple  truth — and 
leave  hypothesis  to  those  who  are  content  to  explore 
the  regions  of  fancy.  Truth  is  beautiful  in  itself,  and 
needs  no  ornaments — it  is  one  of  the  attributes  of 
God.  In  reasoning  on  facts,  I  wish  to  be  understood  to 
mean,  that  truth  consists  in  all  those  visible  effects, 
which  by  means  of  our  senses,  bring  conviction  on  the 
mind,  and  leave  no  reasonable  doubts.  All  besides 
this  is  conjecture — or,  though  strictly  speaking,  there 
are  but  two  things  that  we  can  unhesitatingly  say  are 
truths — that  is,  our  existence,  and  the  end  of  that  exis¬ 
tence.  In  this  all  agree — there  being  “  no  loop  to  hang 
a  doubt  upon.1’  In  every  thing  else,  mankind  have  dis¬ 
agreed  in  the  different  ages  of  the  world.  Yet  there  are 
many  things  which  our  reason  tells  us  are  facts ;  which 
are  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  inquiry. 

The  new  system  of  practice  introduced  by  Dr. 
Thomson,  and  which  forms  the  subject  of  our  inquiry, 
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has  many  advocates  ;  and  it  also  has  its  opposers— like 
all  other  theories  that  happen  to  differ  from  the  fash¬ 
ions  of  the  day.  It  is  iaughed  at  by  those  who  know7 
nothing  about  it,  because  ridiculed  by  those  interested 
in  putting  it  down.  This,  however,  derogates  nothing 
from  its  value  5  but  rather  is  the  best  evidence  in  its 
favour — for  it  would  never  have  been  thought  worthy 
of  so  much  opposition  if  it  had  been  of  nothing  worth. 
I  have  called  it  new,  because  it  is  so  considered  from 
the  novelty  of  its  introduction  ;  but  the  fact  is,  there 
is  nothing  new  in  it — it  is  as  old  as  time.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  it  is  founded,  commenced  with  the 
creation,  and  are  unalterable.  Although  he  has  form¬ 
ed  correct  conclusions,  he  never  learned  them  from 
reading  the  speculative  opinions  of  erring  man.  He 
studied  in  the  great  book  of  Nature,  where  there  is 
nothing  to  be  found  but  truth. 

I  shall  now  come  to  the  more  particular  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  Thomsonian  System,  and  shall  endeav¬ 
our  to  give  such  explanations  of  it  as  shall  tend  to  lay 
the  subject  more  open  to  your  understandings.  In 
doing  this,  I  shall  follow  those  principles  that  he  has 
laid  down  as  the  foundation  of  his  system;  and  shall 
avail  myself  of  the  information  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain  of  him,  and  the  experience  I  have  had  by  my 
own  practical  knowledge,  which  has  been  wholly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  object  of  satisfying  my  own  mind  of  the 
correctness  of  his  theory;  and  I  will  here  take  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  say,  that  I  have  never  found  onorinstance, 
where  his  directions  have  been  faithfully  followed, 
that  the  desired  effect  has  not  been  produced.  In 
his  communications  to  the  public,  Dr.  Thomson  has 
not  been  able  to  give  more  than  the  rudiments  of  his 
system  of  practice;  and  this  not  so  full  and  explicit  as 
could  be  wished.  He  seems  much  more  capable  of 
.conceiving  than  of  communicating.  There  is,  there¬ 
fore,  a  necessity  for  a  general  illustration  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  in  order  to  make  it  more  univarsally  understood, 
and  more  extensively  useful. 

(To  be  co?Uinued.) 
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FASHIONABLE  MEDICAL  PRACTICE, 

Communicated  by  a  Friend ,  residing  in  Connecticut ,  the 
truth  of  which  may  be  relied  on. 

Having  gained  a  little  knowledge  of  the  new  system 
of  practice,  introduced  by  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson,  from 
some  of  my  friends,  and  believing  it  to  be  more  con¬ 
sistent  with  reason  and  common  sense,  than  that  of 
what  I  have  seen  of  the  more  fashionable  doctors,  has 
led  me  to  reflect  much  upon  an  occurence  which  has 
lately  taken  place  in  the  town  in  which  I  reside;  the 
particulars  of  which  I  will  relate,  as  well  as  1  can  re¬ 
collect  them.  In  the  first  place  it  will  be  necessary  to 
state,  that  we  had  in  our  town  what  is  called  an  old 
fashioned  doctor,  who  had  been  brought  up  among  us, 
whose  skill  had  never  been  doubted,  and  had  always 
given  satisfaction;  till  two  years  ago,  there  came  and 
settled  among  us,  a  young  doctor,  who  had  been  edu¬ 
cated  in  New  Jersey.  He  had  diaplomas  and  recom¬ 
mendations  from  medical  colleges,  was  dressed  in  the 
most  fashionable  style,  wore  a  ruffled  shirt,  rode  in  his 
carriage,  was  remarkably  polite,  and  in  fact  there  was 
nothing  like  the  new  doctor.  The  consequence  was, 
that  he  was  sent  for  by  all  who  wanted  to  be  thought 
fashionable,  whether  needed  or  not;  and  our  old  doc¬ 
tor  was  entirely  neglected.  It  seemed  to  be  thought 
that  a  sort  of  disgrace  was  attached  to  those  who  should 
employ  him  ;  for  he  made  use  of  nothing  but  simple 
means  to  cure  the  sick,  dressed  no  better  than  other 
people,  rode  on  horseback,  and  when  not  employed  in 
practice,  worked  on  his  farm. 

These  things  went  on  for  some  time  without  any 
thing  taking  place  that  was  thought  of  consequence, 
except  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  some  pretty 
heavy  doctor’s  bills  to  pay;  but  as  it  was  for  being 
doctored  in  a  fashionable  style,  not  much  was  said 
about  it.  During  last  season,  we  were  Visited  in'  our 
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town  and  vicinity  by  an  epidemic  disease,  which  has 
been  called  by  different  names  by  the  doctors,  to  wit, 
typhus  fever,  billiou?  fever,  and  by  some  spotted  fever, 
such  as  has  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  the  New  England 
States  for  many  years  past.  The  new  doctor  was  sent 
for,  and  went  to  work  with  his  calomel,  opium,  bleed¬ 
ing  and  blistering.  He  made  but  short  work  of  it; 
for  his  patients  died  off  rapidly,  and  in  fact,  scarce  one 
that  he  attended  survived.  This  caused  much  anxie¬ 
ty  among  the  people,  who  began  to  think  that  there 
was  something  wrong  in  the  new  practice,  and  on  re¬ 
flection  thought  that  they  should  rather  be  cured  by 
the  old  doctor,  than  to  die  under  the  care  of  the  new 
one,  let  his  practice  be  ever  so  fashionable.  The  con¬ 
sequence  was  that  the  old  doctor  was  sent  for,  who 
wrent  to  work  with  his  old-fashioned  mode  of  treatment, 
depending  on  his  own  experience,  and  the  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  constitutions  and  habits  of  the  people; 
when,  in  a  short  time,  the  sickness  abated,  and  all 
cause  of  alarm  seemed  to  be  at  an  end. 

Not  long  after  this,  I  happened  to  meet  the  young 

doctor  at  a  public  meeting  in  the  village,  and  feeling 

something  anxious  to  know  his  feelings  and  opinions 

upon  the  subject,  took  the  liberty  to  question  him  as 

to  the  cause  of  the  remarkably  bad  success  he  had 

% 

met  with  in  his  practice.  He  said  he  could  not  ac¬ 
count  for  it — the  disease  seemed  to  be  of  a  very  pecu¬ 
liar  type for  with  all  the  remedies  he  had  any 
knowledge  of,  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  the 
disorder  yield  to  medicine.  That  in  his  practice,  he 
had  gone  precisely  by  the  directions  laid  down  in  the 
books.  I  expressed  some  doubts  of  the  propriety  of 
persevering  in  a  course,  because  it  is  in  the  books, 
when  we  find  by  experience  that  it  kills  the  patient, 
instead  of  curing  him.  He  said  he  knew  of  no  other 
way.  I  then  told  him  that  the  reasons  he  had  given, 
reminded  me  of  an  affair  that  happened  when  I  was  a 

bov,  which  I  related  as  follows. 
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During  the  revolutionary  war,  the  different  towns 
in  our  State  were  called  on  to  furnish  recruits  for  the 
army  as  occasion  might  require ;  and  it  was  a  custom 
when  they  were  ready  to  march,  to  go  into  the  meet¬ 
ing-house  with  their  friends,  and  have  prayers  offered 
up  to  the  Almighty  for  their  prosperity  and  safe  re¬ 
turn.  It  so  happened  on  a  certain  occasion,  that  there 
was  no  clergyman  present;  and  a  very  worthy  old 
gentleman,  of  the  Episcopalian  order,  was  from  ne¬ 
cessity  requested  to  officiate,  though  he  was  suspected 
to  be  a  little  tinctured  with  toryism.  The  old  man  se¬ 
lected  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  what  he 
thought  proper  on  the  occasion,  which  he  read  ;  and 
all  went  on  very  well,  till  it  came  to  that  part  which 
was  for  the  royal  family,  praying  that  the  life  of  the 
king  might  be  preserved,  and  all  his  enemies  destroy¬ 
ed,  &c.  when  the  people  became  outrageous,  dragged 
the  poor  old  man  out  of  the  meeting-house,  and  beat 
him  severely.  As  soon  as  he  could  get  a  chance  to 
vindicate  himself,  he  told  them  that  the  fa  it  was  not 
his,  for  he  had  read  it  exactly  as  it  was  in  the  book. 

CHRONIC  RHEUMATISM. 

The  following  was  communicated  by  a  gentleman  in  the 
country ,  who  has  purchased  a  Family  Right  to  the  use 
of  I)r.  Thomson's  medicine ,  and  has  taken  a  zvarm 
interest  in  the  practice. 

Dear  Sir — The  new  system  of  practice  goes  on 
very  well ;  and  many  have  been  relieved  by  it,  who 
had  been  given  over  by  the  faculty.  This  has  caus¬ 
ed  some  stir  among  them,  and  they  have  circulated  all 
kinds  of  reports  about  it,  to  prevent  the  people  from 
making  use  of  the  practice  ;  but  as  it  becomes  known, 
the  more  it  is  approved  of  and  prefered  to  that  of  the 
fashionable  doctors.  One  case  that  has  occurred  of 
chronic  rheumatism,  I  take  the  liberty  to  communicate 
to  you. 
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Au  acquaintance  and  neighbour  of  mine,  a  man  of 
very  strong  constitution,  who  had  by  hard  work  and 
exposure  to  heats  and  colds,  injured  his  health,  and 
had  for  the  two  or  three  years  past,  been  much  trou¬ 
bled  with  the  rheumatism,  particularly  during  the  win¬ 
ter.  He  was  attended  by  the  doctor,  and  took  a  great 
deal  of  his  medicine;  but  could  get  no  relief  from  the 
complaint,  till  the  warm  weather  came,  when  he  would 
get  about  again.  The  last  winter  he  was  more  vio¬ 
lently  attacked,  than  he  ever  had  been.  His  doctor, 
finding  that  he  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  the  symp¬ 
toms  being  alarming,  advised  to  call  a  consultation  of 
physicians  ;  accordingly,  a  celebrated  professor  of  the 
medical  college  was  sent  for.  He  came  with  some 
half  dozen  of  his  pupils,  and  having  spent  a  few  minutes 
in  examining  the  patient,  without  asking  the  opinion  or 
advice  of  any  one,  directed  that  he  be  bled,  and  take 
a  dose  of  calomel  every  day  for  five  days.  The  di¬ 
rections  were  followed  by  the  doctor  who  had  attend¬ 
ed  him,  two  days,  when  he  becoming  so  much  worse, 
that  they  all  were  alarmed;  and  the  doctor  said  he  was 
not  willing  to  proceed  any  further,  as  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  patient  could  not  live  through  anoth- 
•  er  operation,  and  left  him. 

In  this  state  of  the  case  I  was  sent  for,  and  found 
the  man  in  as  great  distress  as  1  ever  witnessed.  He 
begged  of  me  it  I  could  give  him  any  thing  to  relieve 
him  from  his  pain,  I  would  do  it  immediately,  for  he 
could  not  live  long  in  that  situation.  From  com¬ 
passion,  more  than  from  any  expectation  of  effecting 
a  cure,  I  began  with  him;  and  gave  him  some  vegeta¬ 
ble  powders  with  the  rheumatic  drops  ;  this  gave  him 
some  relief,  which  was  followed  by  giving  Nos.  2  and 
3.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three  hours  he  was  under 
a  good  degree  of  perspiration,  and  had  very  little  pain. 

J  then  applied  the  steam-bath  as  well  as  1  could,  and 
left  him  quite  comfortable. 

I  had  to  be  from  home  the  two  following  days  on 
some  business,  and  on  my  return,  found  that  1  had 
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been  sent  for,  and  that  the  man  was  worse.  I  hesitat¬ 
ed  some  time  whether  to  go  or  not  ;  but  there  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  a  gentleman  at  my  house,  who  was  much 
more  experienced  in  the  practice  than  1  was,  and  who 
I  persuaded  to  go  with  me.  We  found  the  man  in 
great  distress.  My  friend  told  me  that  1  had  done 
wrong  in  beginning  with  the  patient,  and  then  neglect¬ 
ing  him.  This  I  was  sensible  of  and  shall  always  re¬ 
gret.  We  went  to  work,  however,  and  carried  him 
through  a  regular  course  of  the  medicine,  in  a  more 
thorough  manner  than  what  I  had  before  seen,  which 
relieved  him  from  his  pain ;  and  then  by  following 
this  up  faithfully,  every  day  for  three  days,  and  after¬ 
wards  once  a  week  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  at 
the  same  time  giving  No.  4  to  restore  the  digestive 
powers,  the  complaint  was  completely  removed,  and 
he  has  enjoyed  good  healths  to  the  present  time,  with¬ 
out  any  symptoms  of  his  old  difficulty. 

CROTON  OIL. 

This  article  seems  to  be  a  new  medicine  among  the 
faculty,  and  from  the  account  they  give  of  it,  we  should 
suppose  it  to  be  of  a  poisonous  nature;  and  the  ad¬ 
ministering  it  to  the  sick  would  be  attended  with  dan¬ 
ger;  for  it  appears  that  some  very  bad,  if  not  fatal- 
consequences  have  followed  its  use.  It  is  given  as  a 
purgative,  and  whether  it  is  better  or  worse  than  calo¬ 
mel,  we  are  not  able  to  say.  Dr.  Bigelow  says,  “The 
Croton  is  a  shrubby  plant  of  India.  The  seeds,  of 
which  each  capsule  contains  three,  are  of  the  size  of 
a  small  bean*.  These  seeds  form  one  of  the  most  pow¬ 
erful,  speedy  and  certain  cathartics,  which  have  been 
introduced  into  the  Materia  Medica,  from  the  vegeta¬ 
ble  kingdom*  A  single  grain  of  the  kernel,  or  about 
one  third  part  of  a  seed,  purges  with  such  vehemence 
as  not  always  to  be  safe.  A  drop  of  the  expressed 
oil  likewise  produces  powerful  catharsis,  Ipurging.y' }‘ 
From  this  description  of  it,  we  are  led  to  believe  that, 
no  good,  but  much  harm,  would  be  caused  by  taking 
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it  into  the  stomach  ;  and  should  advise  all  those  who 
do  not  wish  to  die,  or  who  may  wish  to  preserve  their 
constitutions  and  health,  to  beware  of  this  article. 

FAMILY  MEDICINE. 

In  Dr.  Clark’s  valuable  treatise  on  the  diseases  of 
children,  we  find  the  following,  which  may  be  useful 
for  mothers  to  remember— 

“Half  a  drachm  of  genuine  syrup  of  wrhite  poppy, 
and  in  some  instances  a  few  drops  of  Dalby’s  carmin¬ 
ative,  have  proved  fatal  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours 
to  very  young  infants/’ 

To  this,  Dr.  C.  has  appended  the  following  note. 

u  Since  this  paragraph  was  written,  the  writer  has 
seen  another  case,  in  which  40  drops  of  Dalby’s  car¬ 
minative  destroyed  an  infant.” — Medical  Intelligencer . 

Remarks. — Of  the  truth  of  the  above,  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt;  for  similar  occurrences  are  constant¬ 
ly  taking  place  throughout  the  country,  by  adminis¬ 
tering  poison  as  medicine.  We  could  state  a  great 
many  things  that  would  be  “  useful  for  mothers  to  re¬ 
member”  A  few  must  suffice  for  the  present.  That 
opium  is  made  from  the  white  poppy,  and  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Dispensatory,  is  a  deadly  poison,  if  giv¬ 
en  in  too  large  quantities.  Dalby’s  carminative  is  a 
preparation  of  opium;  paragoric  contains  opium,  and 
in  fact,  a  large  proportion  of  the  compounds  sold  by 
the  apothecaries,  and  used  by  the  doctors,  contain 
more  or  less  of  this  dangerous  article.  Mothers  are 
loo  apt  to  believe,  that  whatever  goes  under  the  name 
of  Family  Medicine,  may  be  used  with  safety.  Chil¬ 
dren  are  liable  to  suffer  pain  from  various  causes, 
which  makes  them  restless  and  troublesome,  and  to 
quiet  them,  resort  is  had  to  such  medicine  as  w  ill  keep 
them  still  and  cause  sleep.  This  is  a  dangerous  and 
bad  practice;  for  although  there  should  no  fatal  con¬ 
sequences  follow,  we  would  wish  them  to  remember, 
that  they  are  doing  great  injury  to  their  constitutions, 
and  laying  the  foundation  for  a  diseased  habit  during 
life. 
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SMALL  POX. 

This  disease  has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  this  country  the  past  year,  more  so  than  for  several 
years  before.  According  to  the  account  published  by 
the  resident  physician  of  this  port,  there  has  been  eight 
cases  of  distinct  small  pox  since  October  last;  two 
proved  fatal,  the  others  recovered,  though  some  of 
them  were  very  much  disfigured  by  the  disease.  The 
faculty  have  never  been  able,  out  of  all  the  plans  that 
have  been  adopted,  to  hit  upon  one  which  has  had  the 
least  tendency  to  arrest  the  progress  of  this  disease  ; 
but  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  their  treatment 
has,  in  most  instances,  made  it  worse  ;  and  if  left  to  na¬ 
ture,  with  nothing  but  good  nursing,  a  recovery  would 
in  most  cases  follow,  with  less  suffering. 

Dr.  Thomson  believes  that  his  plan,  if  a  fair  trial 
could  be  had  in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  would  be 
attended  with  success;  and  from  the  relief  that  has 
been  given  in  scrofulous  cases,  we  have  little  doubt 
that  it  would  be  the  case.  We  wish  for  the  sake  of  hu¬ 
manity,  the  experiment  could  be  fairly  tried,  and  feel 
confident  it  could  do  no  harm.  If  there  should  be  an 
opportunity  for  any  one  that  has  a  knowledge  of  our 
system,  to  try  it,  we  would  recommend  a  steady  perse¬ 
verance,  and  strict  conformity  to  the  directions  given  in 
all  violent  attacks,  with  a  free  use  of  the  third  prepar¬ 
ation  of  No.  1,  till  relief  is  obtained.  Those  exposed 
to  the  disease,  and  liable  to  have  it,  should  be  carried 
through  a  course  of  medicine.  Preventative  is  better 
than  cure.  — — — 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ECLECTIC. 

“A  quack  is  a  cunning,  tricking  fellow,  who  mixes 
up  drugs  in  a  disguised  form,  keeps  the  component  ar¬ 
ticles  secret,  and  advertises  them  as  certain  remedies 
for  almost  every  disorder.  But  this  is  not  the  xv&y  of 
Samuel  Thomson,  he  tells  you  fairly  his  discoveries  in 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  describes  the  external  appear¬ 
ance  of  each  plant,  that  you  may  recognise  them  while 
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growirg,  and  recounts  their  medical  virtues  as  far  as 
he  is  acquainted  with  them  from  his  own  experience. 
He  goes  further,  and  tells  you  how  to  compound  them, 
and  cautions  you  against  such  mixtures  of  them  as 
would  destroy  their  original  specific  qualities,  which 
knowledge  is  natural  chemistry  ;  and  informs  you  of 
the  doses  safe  and  proper  to  be  given,  all  of  which 
must  have  been  the  result  of  his  own  patient  observa¬ 
tion  and  judgment.  Yet  has  this  lonely  man  of  expe¬ 
rience,  alias  Empirick,  been  not  only  persecuted  by 
many  of  the  faculty,  in  a  manner  disgraceful  to  the 
profession,  but  absolutely  carried  handcuffed  to  a  dun¬ 
geon  at  Newburyport,  as  a  murderer. 

u  After  relieving  the  sick,  by  his  new  and  peculiar' 
means,  to  the  comfort  and  surprise  and  joy  of  many, 
ke  has  been  deprived  in  several  instances  of  his  just 
reward,  because  he  was  not  a  regular  physician,  but 
learnt  his  business,  as  did  the  greatest  statuaries  and 
painters,  from  Nature,  and  not  by  following  the  capri¬ 
cious  rules  of  man. 

u  Thomson  is  not  a  Quack,  if  by  quack  we  mean  a 
vain,  artful,  tricking  practitioner  in  physic.  He  is  an 
Experimentor  who  accumulates  knowledge  by  his  own 
experience.  There  w7as  a  sect  among  the  ancients  who 
assumed  that  appellation,  to  distinguish  themselves 
from  Dogmatists ,  who  instead  of  experience  taught 
dogmas.  If  Samuel  Thomson  be  a  quack,  he  is  a 
quack  sui generis,  for  being  an  enemy  to  concealment ; 
he  tells  all  he  knows,  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  he  pos. 
sibly  can,  and  leaves  you  to  form  your  own  judgment; 
provided  you  divest  yourself  of  the  fashion  of  this 
wrorld  in  physic,,  which,  with  priestcraft,  is  fast  passing 
away.” 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  a  very  respectable,  member  of 

the  Society  of  Friends ,  who  resides  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio . 

“  Having  become  a  purchaser  of  the  right  of  pre¬ 
paring  and  using  Dr.  Thomson’s  medicine,  and  find¬ 
ing,  from  repeated  trials  and  experience,  that  it  can  bs. 
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duly  prized  by  those  only,  who  are  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it  ;  I  feel  so  much  interested  in  its  be¬ 
half,  as  to  feel  unwilling  any  thing  should  pass  unno¬ 
ticed,  which  is  likely  to  be  an  injury  to  it;  and  more 
especially  so,  where  the  community  at  large,  seems 
likely  to  suffer  still  more.  The  system,  as  far  as  peo¬ 
ple  have  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it,  in 
this  country,  bears  a  character  worthy  of  the  exalted 
rank  which  it  claims  in  the  catalogue  of  discoveries. 
And  no  discovery  in  any  art  or  science,  could  be  of 
such  great  and  general  utility,  to  the  w'hole  human 
family,  as  this:  consequently,  none  could  call  forth 
such  feelings  of  gratitude  towards  the  discoverer ;  nor 
nothing  seems  better  calculated  to  excite  our  ten- 
derest  sympathies,  than  the  recital  of  those  trying 
scenes  of  suffering  and  persecution,  through  which  he 
had  to  pass — nor  nothing  ought  more  to  awaken  at¬ 
tention  to  his  interest,  than  the  burdensome  expense 
which  this  brought  upon  him.  And  our  feelings  of 
gratitude  might  be  still  more  excited,  by  reflecting  that 
had  he  flinched  from  those  sufferings,  we,  and  perhaps 
generations  to  come,  might  have  been  deprived  of  all 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  this  valuable  dis¬ 
covery/’ 

PERNICIOUS  EFFECTS  OF  BLEEDING. 

There  is  no  one  thing,  probably,  in  the  medical 
practice,  that  has  done  more  harm  than  bleeding;  and 
why  it  should  be  persisted  in,  when  allowed  by  a  large 
proportion  of  the  faculty,  to  be  contrary  to  reason 
and  common  sense,  is  unaccountable.  A  celebrated 
medical  writer  says— a  If  the  employment  of  the  lan¬ 
cet  were  abolished  altogether,  it  would,  perhaps,  save 
annually  a  greater  number  of  lives  than,  in  any  one 
year,  the  sword  has  ever  destroyed.”  Dr.  Thomson 
says,  and  in  this  all  reasonable  men  will  agree,  “  that 
to  take  the  same  method  to  cure  a  sick  person,  that 
we  do  to  kill  a  well  beast,  is  one  of  the  greatest  ab¬ 
surdities  that  ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  man.”  Ev- 
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cry  drop  of  blood  that  is  taken  from  the  patient,  takes 
from  him  just  so  much  of  his  life  and  strength,  by 
lessening  the  power  of  vital  heat. 

The  whole  plan  of  what  is  called  depletion ,  we  con¬ 
demn  altogether;  for  to  make  a  sick  man  worse,  in 
order  to  make  him  better,  is  a  theory  we  cannot  un¬ 
derstand,  and  which  we  think  can  never  be  maintain¬ 
ed  by  just  reasoning.  The  cause  of  pain  is  the  effort 
that  nature  makes  to  remove  the  obstruction,  which  is 
the  primary  cause  of  ail  disease.  Upon  this  view  of 
the  subject,  the  most  reasonable  way  would  be  to  re¬ 
move  the  cause  by  aiding  nature  to  throw  off  the  ob¬ 
struction,  when  the  pains  would  cease.  As  we  under¬ 
stand  it,  the  objects  by  the  depletive  plan  is  to  give 
relief  from  pain  by  reducing  the  strength  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  that  degree  as  to  make  him  insensible  of  it; 
but  this  does  not  remove  the  cause,  and  is  as  unnatu¬ 
ral  as  it  would  be  to  knock  them  on  the  head  till  there 
should  be  no  sense  of  feeling,  which  would  have  the 
same  effect.  The  difference  between  the  two  plans 
is  this;  the  one,  by  reducing  the  strength,  without  ef¬ 
fecting  a  cure,  causes  many  weeks,  if  not  months,  sick¬ 
ness — the  other  removes  the  obstruction  by  aiding  na¬ 
ture,  by  means  that  tend  to  increase  the  strength,  and 
a  cure  is  effected  in  a  few  hours.  The  truth  of  this  is 
so  well  known  to  those  who  have  had  any  experience 
in  our  system  of  practice,  that  any  further  evidence  is 
unnecessary  to  satisfy  them  of  the  fact. 

We  shall  pursue  this  important  subject  no  further  at 
the  present  time,  but  shall  take  some  future  opportu¬ 
nity,  to  make  our  remarks  upon  it ;  and  shall  copy 
from  the  writings  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men, 
opinions  on  the  subject,  which  will,  we  think,  satisfy 
all  reasonable  minds,  that  the  practice  of  blood-letting 
is  pernicious. 

LOBELIA  INFLAT  A—  EMETIC  IIERB. 

There  has  been  so  much  said  and  published  oflate, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  properties  of  this  valuable 
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plant,  that  the  people  have  become  pretty  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  and  satisfied  of  its  being  a  very  safe 
and  useful  medicine.  Dr.  Thomson  has  given  a  full 
and  particular  description  of  it,  in  his  New  Guide  to 
Health,  with  directions  for  preparing  and  using  it,  in 
relieving  the  sick.  That  he  was  the  original  discov¬ 
erer  of  its  being  useful  in  curing  disease,  and  was  the 
first  who  introduced  it  into  the  medical  practice,  there 
can  now  be  no  doubt  5  for  his  opposers,  though  fre¬ 
quently  challenged,  have  never  been  able  to  produce 
one  instance  of  its  being  used  as  medicine,  till  he  in¬ 
troduced  it. 

Although  the  faculty  have  said  so  much  about  its 
being  poison,  and  have  published  cases  of  its  fatal  ef¬ 
fects,  “  when  administered  by  the  hand  of  a  noted  em¬ 
piric,”  they  now  seem  to  be  convinced  of  their  error; 
for  many  of  them  are  in  the  habit  of  using  it,  and  some 
have  had  the  honesty  to  give  evidence  of  its  being  a 
safe  and  valuable  medicine  ;  and  seem  disposed  to  give 
credit  to  the  discoverer,  for  the  benefit  the  public  have 
derived  from  his  diligent  researches  into  the  vegeta¬ 
ble  kingdom,  his  honest  endeavours  to  reform  all 
abuses  in  the  medical  practice,  and  his  readiness  to 
communicate  his  experience  to  all  who  are  entitled  to 
his  confidence. 


SUCCESS  OF  THE  PRACTICE. 

Healing  the  sick,  and  lessening  the  sum  of  humaa 
misery,  by  curing  those  diseases  that  flesh  is  heir  to, 
is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  that  can  be  follow¬ 
ed  by  man ;  and  he  who  can  discover  and  bring  into 
successful  practice,  the  best  plan  for  effecting  r his 
grand  object,  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  respect  of 
the  whole  human  family.  The  Thomsonian  System 
of  medical  practice  has  met  with  more  success  than 
what  could,  taking  all  circumstances  into  consideration, 
have  been  reasonably  predicted.  Wherever  the  neo¬ 
pie  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  test  its  value,  they 
have  universally  adopted  it  in  preference  to  the  fash- 


24 


MEDICAL  ADVOCATE. 


ionable  practice  of  the  doctors  ;  as  being  more  simple 
and  safe  in  its  operation,  and  more  certain  in  effecting 
a  cure.  These  are  important  considerations,  and  wor¬ 
thy  the  serious  attention  of  all  classes  of  people. 

This  practice  is  constantly  gaining  proselytes  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  extending  itself  over  most  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  State  of  New-York  its  suc¬ 
cess  has  been  very  considerable,  and  has  gained  the 
approbation  and  patronage  of  many  men  in  the  first 
ranks  of  society.  In  the  western  part  of  that  state,  it 
has  proved  to  be  a  complete  remedy  for  those  inter¬ 
mittent  fevers  that  have  prevailed  heretofore  among 
the  people,  who  reside  on  the  borders  of  the  lakes.  In 
Ohio  it  is  gaining  friends  very  rapidly  among  the  peo¬ 
ple;  and  is  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  peace  and  good 
will  to  man.  There  has  been  repeated  requests  made 
from  different  places,  to  have  agents  come  among 
them,  who  were  capable  of  giving  information,  and  in¬ 
troducing  the  practice  among  those  who  had  taken  an 
interest  in  the  cause. 

In  Baltimore  it  has  been  introduced  the  past  year, 
under  very  favourable  auspices ;  a  large  number  of 
gentlemen  have  purchased  family  rights,  and  associa¬ 
ted  for  the  purposes  of  information  and  mutual  aid  in 
case  of  sickness.  Many  other  places  might  be  named 
where  associations  have  been  formed  for  (he  same  pur¬ 
pose,  and  much  relief  has  been  given  to  numbers  who 
had  long  been  suffering  under  chronic  complaints;  in¬ 
spiring  a  confidence  in  all  who  adopt  the  practice,  and 
who  have  it  in  their  power  at  all  times  to  relieve  them¬ 
selves  and  families  from  disease,  without  the  expense 
and  risk  of  employing  a  doctor.  If  this  plan  was  to 
be  universally  adopted  throughout  this  favoured  land, 
many  millions  of  dollars  of  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
people,  would  be  annually  saved,  which  now  go  to 
support  a  class  of  men,  who  add  not  a  cent  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  stock,  and  who,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  add  very  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  health  or  happiness  of  the  people. 
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NOTICE! 


The  first  number  of  the  Medical  Advocate  isji 
now  laid  before  the  public  ;  and  it  is  hoped  byf^ 
the  publisher  that  it  may  meet  with  such  encour 
agemeut  as  will  enable  him  to  continue  the  num-ffl 
hers,  make  them  useful  to  all  those  who  patron  ^ 
iize  our  undertaking,  and  also  be  a  benefit  to  thejg 
whole  human  family.  This  number  will  br|| 
sent  to  agents,  and  also  to  those  who  are  knownJ§ 
to  be  friendly  to  our  cause  ;  -and  wc  wish  them& 
!to  obtain  all  the  subscribers  they  can  and  for 
(ward  to  the  publisher  their  names  and  places  o lm 
[residence.  g! 

i  JV*.  B.  Those  who  hold  subscription  papers, U 
‘are  requested  make  return  of  all  the  names  fheyjs 
(may  have  obtained,  and  where  the  subscribers® 
[reside,  as  soon  as  possible  :  in  order  that  we§ 
Imay  ascertain  whether  the  support  will  warranty 
it  he  continuance  of  the  work.  m 


|  DR.  JOHN  LOCKE,  | 
I  Informs  his  friends  and  thei 

^public,  that  he  is  ready  to  attend  upon  those 
IqwIio  may  wish  for  relief  in  sickness,  lie, 
Swill  visit  them  at  their  houses,  or  will  re- 
Sceive  patients  at  his  house,  No.  13.  Port-, 
inland  Street,  where  he  has  suitable  accom- 
^modations  for  that  purpose. 

He  is  authorised  to  sell  Family  Rights,  and  to  give  t lie 
^[necessary  information  how  to  prepare  and  use  the  differ- 
i£lent  kinds  of  vegetable  medicines  secured  to  Dr.  Thomson 
ggby  patent.- — Price  of  a  Family  Right  20  dollars. 

He  also  has  for  sale  all  kinds  of  Botanic  Medicine,  war- 
granted  genuine. 
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